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Political events marched on apace, and left no time to de-
liberate ; the war was imminent. It was said that the Czar
had one moment entertained the idea of detaining Mademoi-
selle as a willing hostess, but that she had refused to remain.
In fact, there was no longer any inducement If she staid
after the close of her engagement she had to do so on her own
account, and the chances were against her in that case. The
majority of the fashionable aristocracy having a knowledge of
the language could appreciate her acting, but many would be
called away to join the army. Of the gentry, some went to
Bee her merely because it was the fashion to do so, and, the
novelty once over, never cared to go again. It was not in
St Petersburg as in Paris, where the bourgeoisie are among
the stanch supporters of the stage, and even the lower class
delight in theatricals, and contribute gladly their quota to
support them. The Eussian tradespeople could find no charms
in Eacine and Corneille, and the inferior ranks were not to
be counted at all.
ATI these considerations aroused the dormant patriotism of
the tragedienne, and she hurried home when she could get noth-
ing by staying any longer. She was, perhaps, the last French-
woman that crossed the frontier.
During her stay in the Czar's dominions Mademoiselle Ra-
chel had continually heard her Eussian friends boast of what
they should, could, and would do. The invasion of 1814 and
1815 were to find their parallels in 1854. These vain brag-
gings probably had their effect on the prudent actress, and
made her resolve to quit, for a time, a country that was likely
to be impoverished, if not ruined, by the invader. She might,
injthe mean while, seek in America another El Dorado. Time
was money, and she could not lose hers.
She did not even await her arrival in Paris to carry out
her plans, but began their execution before she left Eussia.
That the American excursion was planned at that time
there is every reason to believe. Why else should Eachel
have thought fit, immediately on her arrival in France, to
repay the' courtesy and kindness with which the Emperor, the
Mkjisier of State, and the Come'die Franc.aise had permitted
lfl£4o vMt 4bat northern nation, by sending in her resigna-

